











tenmiile neonates. But, though these findimgs mav apply
to our study popalation but need to be examined in

ditterent populations.

Ihe neonates have a sienificantly higher bodyv
fat than male neonates. This has been corroborated by
our study as well as Catalano et al (1995a) study.
Flowever, our study showed a uniform increase in fat
distribution i temale neonates as against Catalano et al
195500 Sstudy where there was no difference in fat
distribution in the fwo sexes.

A positive correlation between birthhweight and
prepregnancy weight and weight gam in pregnancy has
also been observed by other authors (Catalano et al,
[9ushy: Fastman & Jackson, 1968; Kerr 1943; Niswander
ctal, By Patrik etal, 1992 Simpson et al, 1976; Singer
el al, [ves

O interest, is the correlation of paternal height
with neonatal body length of the male neonates (Fiy. V).
This was the only instance inwhich a paternal factor
was indluded in the regression model. We believe that
the malusion of neonatal sex and paternal height in the
model support the hypothesis that genetic factors
primarily atfect neonatal body composition. This has
also been shownin Polant’s (1974) studv regarding bodv

fength and birth weight.
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